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Welcome 
We gather together to prepare our hearts for God’s arrival into our 

world. During this hour, and this Advent season, we acknowledge 

God’s arrival in History, through the nation of Israel and through 

the birth of His Son, Christ Jesus. 

 

Today, Christ is come. God has fulfilled His promise to His 

people; for the Lord Jesus tells the Children of God: 

 

“Surely I am with you always, to 

the very end of the age” 

(Matthew 28.20)     

 

On this Christmas Day, we welcome the Christ-child to earth. We 

welcome Him into our home. We welcome him into our life. God is 

with us. We expect the Lord Jesus Christ to rule over us with 

love, mercy, and kindness.  
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The Prince of Peace 

The Christ that is born today was promised long ago; a king who 

establish peace and justice for the People of God forever. The 

prophet Isaiah proclaimed a time when those who walked in the 

shadows would see a great light. A light would shine and a child 

would be born to us: 

 

2 The people walking in darkness 

    have seen a great light; 

on those living in the land of deep darkness 

    a light has dawned. 

3 You have enlarged the nation 

    and increased their joy; 

they rejoice before you 

    as people rejoice at the harvest, 

as warriors rejoice 

    when dividing the plunder. 

4 For as in the day of Midian’s defeat, 

    you have shattered 

the yoke that burdens them, 
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    the bar across their shoulders, 

    the rod of their oppressor. 

5 Every warrior’s boot used in battle 

    and every garment rolled in blood 

will be destined for burning, 

    will be fuel for the fire. 

6 For to us a child is born, 

    to us a son is given, 

    and the government will be on his shoulders. 

And he will be called 

    Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

7 Of the greatness of his government and peace 

    there will be no end. 

He will reign on David’s throne 

    and over his kingdom, 

establishing and upholding it 

    with justice and righteousness 

    from that time on and forever. 

The zeal of the Lord Almighty 

    will accomplish this. 
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For Unto Us A Child Is Born 
 

For unto us a child is born 

For unto us a child is born 

Unto us, a son is given. Unto us, a son is given. 

And his name shall be called  

 

Wonderful,  

Counselor,  

the Mighty God,  

the everlasting Father,  

the prince of Peace 
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The Birth of Jesus 

As promised, God sent His son, Jesus Christ, in whom the 

fullness of God rested. From that day, the course of 

History around the world would change. We read Luke’s 

account of the birth of Christ: 

 

In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that 

a census should be taken of the entire Roman 

world. 2 (This was the first census that took place 

while[a] Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3 And 

everyone went to their own town to register. 

4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth 

in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, 

because he belonged to the house and line of David. 
5 He went there to register with Mary, who was 

pledged to be married to him and was expecting a 

child. 6 While they were there, the time came for the 

baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her 

firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and 

placed him in a manger, because there was no guest 

room available for them. 

8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields 

nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+2&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24976a
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9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the 

glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 

terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be 

afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great 

joy for all the people. 11 Today in the town of David a 

Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the 

Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a 

baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 

13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host 

appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, 

14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

    and on earth peace to those on whom his favor 

rests.” 

15 When the angels had left them and gone into 

heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go 

to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, 

which the Lord has told us about.” 

16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, 

and the baby, who was lying in the manger. 17 When 

they had seen him, they spread the word concerning 

what had been told them about this child, 18 and all 

who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds 

said to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these 

things and pondered them in her heart. 20 The 

shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for 

all the things they had heard and seen, which were 

just as they had been told. 

(Luke 2.1-20)  
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Once in Royal David’s City 

Once in royal David's city  

Stood a lowly cattle-shed  

Where a mother laid her baby  

In a manger for His bed 

Mary was that mother mild  

Jesus Christ her little child 

 

He came down to earth from heaven 

Who is God and Lord of all 

And His shelter was a stable 

And His cradle was a stall 

With the poor, and mean, and lowly 

Lived on earth our Savior holy 
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Jesus is our childhood's pattern 

Day by day like us He grew 

He was little, weak, and helpless 

Tears and smiles, like us, He knew 

And He feeleth for our sadness 

And He shareth in our gladness  

 

And our eyes at last shall see Him 

Through His own redeeming love  

For that Child so dear and gentle  

Is our Lord in heav'n above  

And He leads His children on  

To the place where He is gone 
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The Christ Candle 

Rejoice, people of God. The light has come into the world. Christ 

is born this day. Remember the first time you heard the good 

news of Christ's salvation, or the first time you made Christ your 

Lord. Remember when the Light first shined in you. We pray that 

Christ is born in us each day. 

  

O God, we light the Christ candle. 

 

We light it with Faith, in your one and only Son, whom you have 

given to us as king, priest, shepherd, and friend. We have faith 

that his deeds proved His holiness and defeated death. We have 

faith that he is with us always; even here and now, caring for and 

guiding us from moment to moment. We have faith that He will 

return again, to bring His people and our world into everlasting 

peace.  
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The First Noel 

The First Noel, the Angels did say 

Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay 

In fields where they lay keeping their sheep 

On a cold winter's night that was so deep. 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel 

Born is the King of Israel! 

  

The star drew nigh to the northwest 

O'er Bethlehem it took its rest 

And there it did both Pause and stay 

Right o'er the place where Jesus lay. 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel 

Born is the King of Israel! 
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Then entered in those Wise men three 

Full reverently upon their knee 

And offered there in His presence 

Their gold and myrrh and frankincense. 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel 

Born is the King of Israel!  

  

Then let us all with one accord 

Sing praises to our heavenly Lord 

That hath made Heaven and earth of nought 

And with his blood mankind has bought. 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel 

Born is the King of Israel! 
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Mary’s Song 

The People of God awaited the arrival of Christ in Bethlehem. At 

the arrival of Jesus, His mother bestows praise to the baby, whom 

in great wonder and mystery is the God of creation and infinite 

glory: 

"My soul glorifies the Lord 

and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 

for he has been mindful 

of the humble state of his servant. 

From now on all generations will call me blessed, 

for the Mighty One has done great things for me— 

holy is his name. 

His mercy extends to those who fear him, 

from generation to generation. 

He has performed mighty deeds with his arm; 

he has scattered those who are proud in their inmost 

thoughts. 

He has brought down rulers from their thrones 

but has lifted up the humble. 

He has filled the hungry with good things 
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but has sent the rich away empty. 

He has helped his servant Israel, 

remembering to be merciful 

to Abraham and his descendants forever, 

even as he said to our fathers." 

 (Luke 1.44-55) 
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Hark the Herald Angels Sing 
Hark the herald angels sing 

"Glory to the newborn King! 

Peace on earth and mercy mild 

God and sinners reconciled" 

Joyful, all ye nations rise 

Join the triumph of the skies 

With the angelic host proclaim: 

"Christ is born in Bethlehem" 

Hark! The herald angels sing 

"Glory to the newborn King!" 
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Christ by highest heav'n adored 

Christ the everlasting Lord! 

Late in time behold Him come 

Offspring of a Virgin's womb 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see 

Hail the incarnate Deity 

Pleased as man with man to dwell 

Jesus, our Emmanuel 

Hark! The herald angels sing 

"Glory to the newborn King!" 

  

Hail the heav'n-born Prince of Peace! 

Hail the Son of Righteousness! 

Light and life to all He brings 

Ris'n with healing in His wings 

Mild He lays His glory by 

Born that man no more may die 

Born to raise the sons of earth 

Born to give them second birth 

Hark! The herald angels sing 

"Glory to the newborn King!" 
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Christ Glorified 
Advent and Christmas represent not only the birth of Christ, but 

the universal expectation of all Christians; that Christ is the hope 

to all nations, who brings wicked and lost people into His 

kingdom, restores them, brings peace, and in them places the 

light of God. He is praised this morning in all the corners of the 

world and in the heavens. The Apostle John gives us a vision of 

the universal praise of Christ: 

 

7Grace to you and peace from him who is and who 

was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits 

who are before his throne, and from Jesus Christ, the 

faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the 

ruler of the kings of the earth. To him who loves us 

and freed us from our sins by his blood, and made 

us to be a kingdom, priests serving his God and 

Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and 

ever. Amen.  

Look! He is coming with the clouds; every eye will see 

him, even those who pierced him; and on his account 

all the tribes of the earth will wail. So it is to be. 

Amen. "I am the Alpha and the Omega," says the Lord 

God, who is and who was and who is to come, the 

Almighty.  

 (Revelation 1.4b-8) 
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Benediction 

God of eternal glory, we praise you this Christmas day. 

 

We stand with all of creation, welcoming your Son to our 

world and into our hearts. 

 

We have faith that your promises are good, that you dwell 

with your people, bringing peace and mercy to those who 

follow your path. 

 

Bless your people this day; bring joy and mercy to us. Grant 

us the strength to walk in your path and bring the Light of 

Christ into a dark world. 

 

God of promise, God of hope, into our darkness come. 


