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Welcome 
We gather together to prepare our hearts for God’s arrival into our 

world. During this hour, and this Advent season, we acknowledge 

God’s arrival in History, through the nation of Israel and through 

the birth of His Son, Christ Jesus. 

 

We patiently wait and expect God to daily arrive in our hearts and 

in our communities. We long for the Second Coming of the Lord 

to fully establish His eternal kingdom. 

 

For the Lord tells His people: 

 

“My dwelling place also will be with them; and I will be their 

God, and they will be My people.” 

   (Ezekiel 37.27) 

 

As the daylight gets shorter, and nature withers under the cold 

and darkness of winter, the symbols of light and life remind us 

that Christ is the light in an often dark and harsh world and is 

ever present to bring life. 
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Come, Come, Emmanuel 

 

Come, Come, Emanuel 

Come, Emmanuel 

For the Lord of Creation will 

Come, Come, Emanuel 

Come, Emmanuel 

See God’s marvelous deeds and 

Come, Come, Emanuel 

Come, Emmanuel 

For God chose us and so we will 

Come, Come, Emanuel 

Come, Emmanuel 

For the angel proclaims he will 

Come, Come, Emanuel 

Come, Emmanuel 

As the servants of God we will 
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The Hope of the Lord 

The prophet Isaiah invited the Lord to reign in the nation of 

Israel. We too have the hope that in our broken condition, the 

Lord is faithful to be with His people; to deliver us from sin, 

death, and the consequences of a broken world: 

 
1Oh, that You would rend the heavens and come down, That 
the mountains might quake at Your presence— 

2As fire kindles the brushwood, as fire causes water to boil—To 
make Your name known to Your adversaries, That the nations 
may tremble at Your presence! 

3When You did awesome things which we did not expect, you 
came down, the mountains quaked at Your presence. 

4For from days of old they have not heard or perceived by ear, 
nor has the eye seen a God besides You, Who acts in behalf of 
the one who waits for Him. 

5You meet him who rejoices in doing righteousness, who 
remembers You in Your ways. Behold, you were angry, for 
we sinned, we continued in them a long time; And shall we be 
saved? 

6For all of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our 
righteous deeds are like a filthy garment; And all of us wither 
like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 
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7There is no one who calls on Your name, who arouses himself 
to take hold of You; For You have hidden Your face from us 
and have delivered us into the power of our iniquities. 

8But now, O Lord, you are our Father, we are the clay, and 
You our potter; And all of us are the work of Your hand. 

9Do not be angry beyond measure, O Lord, nor remember 
iniquity forever; Behold, look now, all of us are Your people. 

(Isaiah 64.1-9) 

 
A Promise of Emmanuel 

From the times of ancient Israel, God’s people have desired His 

intimate presence. Hear the prophet Zechariah’s vision of God 

gathering the nations and dwelling among them: 

 

10 “Sing for joy and be glad, O daughter of Zion; for 

behold I am coming and I will dwell in your midst,” 

declares the Lord. 

 11 “Many nations will join themselves to the Lord in that 

day and will become My people. Then I will dwell in 

your midst, and you will know that the Lord of hosts 

has sent Me to you.  

(Zechariah 2.10-11) 
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The First Candle of Advent 

God of justice and peace, healing and comfort, we see all that is 

wrong in our world and wonder where you are. We are a broken 

people, unable to work together for our common good. We are a 

suffering world; our nations are filled with conflict and violence. 

The fragile earth cries out with longing for redemption. 

O God, we light the first candle of Advent. 

We light it with hope. We long for you to come to our world, to break 

through and rule with compassion, justice, and peace. 
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I Want to Walk as a Child of Light 

I want to walk as a child of the light 
I want to follow Jesus 
God sent the stars to give light to the world 
The star of my life is Jesus 
 

In Him there is no darkness at all 
The night and the day are both alike 
The Lamb is the light of the city of God 
Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus 

 
I want to see the brightness of God 
I want to look at Jesus 
Clear sun of righteousness, shine on my path 
And show me the way to the Father 

 
In Him there is no darkness at all 
The night and the day are both alike 
The Lamb is the light of the city of God 
Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus 

 
I’m looking for the coming of Christ 
I want to be with Jesus 
When we have run with patience, the race 
We shall know the joy of Jesus 

 
In Him there is no darkness at all 
The night and the day are both alike 
The Lamb is the light of the city of God 
Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus 
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A Vision of God’s Promise Fulfilled 

Our desperate condition in a broken world will not last forever. 

We read a vision from John; God’s promise to restore creation 

and humanity, once and for all eternity: 

1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the 

first heaven and the first earth passed away, and 

there is no longer any sea. 

 2 And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming 

down out of heaven from God, made ready as a bride 

adorned for her husband. 

 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne, saying, 

“Behold, the tabernacle of God is among men, and 

He will dwell among them, and they shall be His 

people, and God Himself will be among them, 

 4 and He will wipe away every tear from their eyes; 

and there will no longer be any death; there will no 

longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first 

things have passed away.” 

 5 And He who sits on the throne said, “Behold, I am 

making all things new.” And He said, “Write, for 

these words are faithful and true.” 
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6 Then He said to me, “It is done. I am the Alpha and 

the Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give to 

the one who thirsts from the spring of the water of 

life without cost. 

7 “He who overcomes will inherit these things, and I 

will be his God and he will be My son 

(Revelation 21.1-7) 
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All Earth is Hopeful 

All earth is hopeful, the Savior comes at last 

Furrows lie open, for God's creative task 

This the labor of people, who struggle to see 

God's truth and justice, set everybody free 

  

People of Israel, you heard the prophet tell 

A virgin mother will bear Emmanuel 

She conceived him, "God with us", our brother whose birth 

Restored hope and courage to children of this earth 

  

Mountains and valleys will have to be prepared 

New highways opened, new protocols declared 

Almost here! God is nearing, in beauty in grace 

Clear every gateway, in haste, come out in haste 

  

We first saw Jesus, a baby in a crib 

This same Lord Jesus, today has come to live 

In our world, he is present, in neighbors we see 

Jesus is with us, and ever sets us free. 
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Benediction 

Jesus, you are the Alpha and the Omega,  

the first and the last,  

the beginning and the end.  

You are the root and descendant of David,  

the bright morning star:  

I believe you are coming soon.   

You, 0 Lord, have promised to come and make all things new,  

to dwell among us as our God and embrace us as your 

people,  

to wipe every tear from our eyes, and remove from us all 

pain,  

so that we may live forever in peace and security 

O Lord Jesus, come! 

 


