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Welcome 
We gather together to prepare our hearts for God’s arrival into our 

world. During this hour, and this Advent season, we acknowledge 

God’s arrival in History, through the nation of Israel and through 

the birth of His Son, Christ Jesus. 

 

We patiently wait and expect God to daily arrive in our hearts and 

in our communities. We long for the Second Coming of the Lord 

to fully establish His eternal kingdom. 

 

For the Lord tells His people: 

 

“My dwelling place also will be with them; and I will be their 

God, and they will be My people.” 

   (Ezekiel 37.27) 

 

Children count the days until Christmas, a time of giving gifts. 

Love in its purest form is giving; for how can we love unless we 

give? The Lord expressed love most deeply in the incarnation of 

Christ Jesus; that he would step down from the throne of glory 

and be born in a manger. When God dwells with man, He gives of 

Himself to a creature most unworthy.  
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O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

O come, O come, Immanuel, 

and ransom captive Israel 

that mourns in lonely exile here 

until the Son of God appear. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Immanuel 

shall come to you, O Israel. 

O come, O Branch of Jesse's stem, 

unto your own and rescue them! 

From depths of hell your people save, 

and give them victory o'er the grave. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Immanuel 

shall come to you, O Israel. 

O come, O King of nations, bind 

in one the hearts of all mankind. 

Bid all our sad divisions cease 

and be yourself our King of Peace. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Immanuel 

shall come to you, O Israel. 
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A King from Bethlehem 

The Lord acts for the good of His people. Revealing Himself, giving 

Himself, and even humiliating Himself to leave His throne for our 

benefit. We read the prophet Micah foretell the coming King who 

would guide His people, like a shepherd leading His flock: 

 

Marshal your troops now, city of troops, 

    for a siege is laid against us. 

They will strike Israel’s ruler 

    on the cheek with a rod. 

2 “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, 

    though you are small among the clans of Judah, 

out of you will come for me 

    one who will be ruler over Israel, 

whose origins are from of old, 

    from ancient times.” 

3 Therefore Israel will be abandoned 

    until the time when she who is in labor bears a son, 

and the rest of his brothers return 

    to join the Israelites. 

4 He will stand and shepherd his flock 

    in the strength of the LORD, 

    in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 

And they will live securely, for then his greatness 

    will reach to the ends of the earth. 
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5 And he will be our peace 

    when the Assyrians invade our land 

    and march through our fortresses. 

We will raise against them seven shepherds, 

    even eight commanders, 
6 who will rule the land of Assyria with the sword, 

    the land of Nimrod with drawn sword.  

He will deliver us from the Assyrians 

    when they invade our land 

    and march across our borders. 

 

(Micah 5.2-6) 
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The Light of Eternal Life 

Through Jesus, the Light of God has come to earth, and 

lives with and in us. God walked with His people and calls 

us to live in truth, to reject darkness, and believe in His 

Son, Christ Jesus: 

 

 

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his 

one and only Son, that whoever believes in 

him shall not perish but have eternal life.  

17 For God did not send his Son into the world to 

condemn the world, but to save the world through 

him.  

18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but 

whoever does not believe stands condemned 

already because they have not believed in the 

name of God’s one and only Son.  

19 This is the verdict: Light has come into the 

world, but people loved darkness instead of light 

because their deeds were evil.  
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20 Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will 

not come into the light for fear that their deeds 

will be exposed.  

21 But whoever lives by the truth comes into 

the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what 

they have done has been done in the sight of God.  

(John 3.16-21) 
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The Fourth Candle of Advent 

God of Love, through your Son, we have seen goodness and 

righteousness; we have tasted and seen that the Lord is good. You 

give freely of yourself, to a people most unworthy, that which we 

cannot obtain ourselves.  

O God, we light the fourth candle of Advent. 

We light it with Love. In Love, your Son gives life, peace, 

wholeness, and joy. Grant us the strength to walk in the path of 

Jesus, the Light of the World. 
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I Want to Walk as a Child of Light 

I want to walk as a child of the light 

I want to follow Jesus 
God sent the stars to give light to the world 

The star of my life is Jesus 

 
In Him there is no darkness at all 
The night and the day are both alike 
The Lamb is the light of the city of God 
Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus 

 
I want to see the brightness of God 

I want to look at Jesus 
Clear sun of righteousness, shine on my path 

And show me the way to the Father 

 
In Him there is no darkness at all 
The night and the day are both alike 
The Lamb is the light of the city of God 
Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus 

 
I’m looking for the coming of Christ 

I want to be with Jesus 

When we have run with patience, the race 
We shall know the joy of Jesus 

 

In Him there is no darkness at all 
The night and the day are both alike 
The Lamb is the light of the city of God 
Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus 
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News of Jesus’s Coming 

The arrival of Jesus in 1st century Judea is God’s plan to bring 

people from every nation on earth to enter His eternal Kingdom. 

With love for God’s people, Jesus comes to heal and forgive them. 

We read the angel’s announcement to Joseph of the coming of 

God’s son: 

18 This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came 

about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married 

to Joseph, but before they came together, she was 

found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. 
19 Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the 

law, and yet did not want to expose her to public 

disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. 

20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the 

Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph 

son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home 

as your wife, because what is conceived in her is 

from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a 

son, and you are to give him the name Jesus,  

because he will save his people from their sins.” 

22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had 

said through the prophet: 23 “The virgin will 

conceive and give birth to a son, and they will 

call him Immanuel” (which means “God with 

us”). 
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24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of 

the Lord had commanded him and took Mary 

home as his wife. 25 But he did not consummate 

their marriage until she gave birth to a son. And he 

gave him the name Jesus. 

 

 (Luke 1.26-38) 
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God is Love 
As we experience the reward of faith – that we are children of God 

and enjoy the richness of His love – we are reminded to love one 

another. When we love one another, we participate with God in 

giving of ourselves. We embody the divine love of God that lives in 

us. And we are assured of our place in His kingdom.   

 

7 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes 

from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God 

and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know 

God, because God is love. 9 This is how God showed his 

love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the 

world that we might live through him. 10 This is love: 

not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent 

his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11 Dear 

friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one 

another. 12 No one has ever seen God; but if we love one 

another, God lives in us and his love is made complete 

in us. 

13 This is how we know that we live in him and he in us: 

He has given us of his Spirit. 14 And we have seen and 

testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior 

of the world.  
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15 If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, 

God lives in them and they in God. 16 And so we know 

and rely on the love God has for us. 

God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and 

God in them. 17 This is how love is made complete 

among us so that we will have confidence on the day of 

judgment: In this world we are like Jesus.  

18 There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out 

fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one 

who fears is not made perfect in love. 

19 We love because he first loved us. 20 Whoever claims 

to love God yet hates a brother or sister is a liar. For 

whoever does not love their brother and sister, whom 

they have seen, cannot love God, whom they have not 

seen. 21 And he has given us this command: Anyone 

who loves God must also love their brother and sister. 

 (1st John 4.7-21) 
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In The Bleak Midwinter 

In the bleak mid-winter 

Frosty wind made moan; 

Earth stood hard as iron, 

Water like a stone; 

Snow had fallen, snow on snow, 

Snow on snow, 

In the bleak mid-winter 

Long ago. 

 

Our God, heaven cannot hold Him 

Nor earth sustain, 

Heaven and earth shall flee away 

When He comes to reign: 

In the bleak mid-winter 

A stable-place sufficed 

The Lord God Almighty — 

Jesus Christ. 
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Angels and Archangels 

May have gathered there, 

Cherubim and seraphim 

Thronged the air; 

But only His Mother 

In her maiden bliss 

Worshipped the Beloved 

With a kiss. 

 

What can I give Him, 

Poor as I am? — 

If I were a Shepherd 

I would bring a lamb; 

If I were a Wise Man 

I would do my part, — 

Yet what I can I give Him, — 

Give my heart.   



 

16 

 

Benediction 

Loving Father, we have seen your Light. Your children have 

life because of the greatness of your loving deeds. 

 

0 Mighty One, you have done great things and holy is your 

name; your mercy is for those who fear you from generation 

to generation.  

 

Here I am, 0 Lord, your servant; let it be with me according to 

your word.  

 

Come Holy Spirit and enlarge your presence in me this day, 

that I may bring into the world more of your life and more of 

your love. 

 

God of promise, God of ho pe, into our darkness come. 


