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Welcome 
 

We gather together to prepare our hearts toward the mystery of 

God's redemptive embrace in the death and resurrection of 

Christ. We are spending this hour, and this Lent season, mindful 

of our sin and our broken world, longing for entrance into the 

glory of the Kingdom of God. 

 

For the Lord tells his people: 

 

“Even now,” declares the LORD, 

    “return to me with all your heart, 

    with fasting and weeping and mourning.” 

13 Rend your heart 

    and not your garments. 

Return to the LORD your God, 

    for he is gracious and compassionate 

   (Joel 2.12-13a) 

 

As the days get longer, we are aware that the Light of the World is 

coming; although buried, he will rise; although despised, he will 

reign; although he was rejected, we confess that Jesus is Lord. 

  



3  

 

 

Trinity Song 
 

 

Holy Father, Son, and Spirit 

Holy communion, three in one 

 

Come with your peace, with your invitation 

Bind us together in holy love. 

 

The Rock 
 

We use this rock as a symbol of our mortality and our sin. We 

remember that God formed us out of the dust of the ground, and 

because of our sin, to the ground we will return. The stone also 

reminds us of the tomb of Christ, who died for our sin, was 

buried, and rose again. With this act of love, we have eternal life. 
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Confession 
 

Today we confess the sins of misplaced love: love of money and 

possessions turns them into our masters. Covetousness changes 

loved ones and neighbors into mere owners of the things we want. 

Lust and gluttony make us captive to physical pleasures instead 

of the God who ordained them for us. 

 

We join the psalmist in confessing our misplaced love on the 

pleasures and riches of this world. 

 

Psalm 49.13-20 

13 This is the fate of those who trust in themselves, 

    and of their followers, who approve their sayings. 
14 They are like sheep and are destined to die; 

    death will be their shepherd 

    (but the upright will prevail over them in the morning). 

Their forms will decay in the grave, 

    far from their princely mansions. 
15 But God will redeem me from the realm of the dead; 

    he will surely take me to himself. 
16 Do not be overawed when others grow rich, 

    when the splendor of their houses increases; 
17 for they will take nothing with them when they die, 

    their splendor will not descend with them. 
18 Though while they live they count themselves blessed— 

    and people praise you when you prosper— 
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19 they will join those who have gone before them, 

    who will never again see the light of life. 

20 People who have wealth but lack understanding 

    are like the beasts that perish. 

 

Lenten Candles / Silence 
 

Just as sin and evil put the Light of the World in a tomb, we 

extinguish this candle as a reminder of the power of sin.  

 

As we walk with Jesus toward the cross, let us take pause to 

reflect on our sin, the injury it causes our brothers and sisters, 

and its offense to God.  
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Forgiveness 
 

As we confess our sins, we receive the forgiveness that our 

gracious Lord offers His people through his Son, Jesus Christ. We 

pray that God removes our thirst for earthly pleasures and 

restores our hearts toward Himself. 

 

Psalm 130.1-8 

1 Out of the depths I cry to you, LORD; 
2 
    Lord, hear my voice. 

Let your ears be attentive 

    to my cry for mercy. 

3 If you, LORD, kept a record of sins, 

    Lord, who could stand? 
4 But with you there is forgiveness, 

    so that we can, with reverence, serve you. 

5 I wait for the LORD, my whole being waits, 

    and in his word I put my hope. 
6 I wait for the Lord 

    more than watchmen wait for the morning, 

    more than watchmen wait for the morning. 

7 Israel, put your hope in the LORD, 

    for with the LORD is unfailing love 

    and with him is full redemption. 
8 He himself will redeem Israel 

    from all their sins. 
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God, Be Merciful To Me 
 

God, be merciful to me, 

on Thy grace I rest my plea; 

plenteous in compassion Thou, 

blot out my transgressions now; 

wash me, make me pure within, 

cleanse, O cleanse me from my sin. 

 

My transgressions I confess, 

grief and guilt my soul oppress; 

I have sinned against Thy grace 

and provoked thee to Thy face; 

I confess Thy judgment just, 

speechless, I Thy mercy trust. 

 

I am evil, born in sin; 

Thou desirest truth within. 

Thou alone my Savior art, 

teach Thy wisdom to my heart; 

make me pure, Thy grace bestow, 

wash me whiter than the snow. 
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Gracious God, my heart renew, 

make my spirit right and true; 

cast me not away from Thee, 

let Thy Spirit dwell in me; 

Thy salvation's joy impart, 

steadfast make my willing heart. 

 

Sinners then shall learn from me 

and return, O God, to Thee; 

Savior, all my guilt remove, 

and my tongue shall sing Thy love; 

touch my silent lips, O Lord, 

and my mouth shall praise accord.  
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The Gospel 
 

The heart of Easter is the Gospel Message; God’s loving 

faithfulness through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus 

Christ.  

The Good News is this: God restores what is broken, He heals 

what is ill, He returns what is lost. Although there is darkness in 

the world, and it calls to us daily, the Light of the World is 

coming. He calls us out of darkness and into His light. 

The story of the reckless son is a parable showing that our fickle 

hearts are prone to wander away from God. But it also shows that 

God is quick to restore us to Him. 

Luke 15.11-24 

11 Jesus continued speaking: “There was a man who had two sons. 
12 The younger one said to his father, ‘Father, give me my share of the 

estate.’ So he divided his property between them. 

13 “Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off 

for a distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild living. 
14 After he had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that 

whole country, and he began to be in need. 15 So he went and hired 

himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to 

feed pigs. 16 He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs 

were eating, but no one gave him anything. 

17 “When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s 

hired servants have food to spare, and here I am starving to death! 18 I 

will set out and go back to my father and say to him: Father, I have 

sinned against heaven and against you. 19 I am no longer worthy to be 
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called your son; make me like one of your hired servants.’ 20 So he got 

up and went to his father. 

“But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was 

filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms 

around him and kissed him. 

21 “The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and 

against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 

22 “But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and 

put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23 Bring 

the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and celebrate. 24 For this 

son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ 

So they began to celebrate. 

The Gospel Message is the declaration that Christ reigns over this 

world, over heaven and hell, and over life and death. The story of 

Lazarus is a gift to us to encourage our belief in Christ’s victory 

over the grave. We see that through faith, Christ can restore all 

things. 

John 11.17-44 
17 On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had died and been in the 

tomb for four days. 18 Now Bethany was less than two miles[b] from 

Jerusalem, 19 and many Jews had come to Martha and Mary to comfort 

them in the loss of their brother. 20 When Martha heard that Jesus was 

coming, she went out to meet him, but Mary stayed at home. 

21 “Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother 

would not have died. 22 But I know that even now God will give you 

whatever you ask.” 

23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+11&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26542b
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24 Martha answered, “I know he will rise again in the resurrection at 

the last day.” 

25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who 

believes in me will live, even though they die; 26 and whoever lives by 

believing in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 

27 “Yes, Lord,” she replied, “I believe that you are the Messiah, the 

Son of God, who is to come into the world.” 

28 After she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary 

aside. “The Teacher is here,” she said, “and is asking for you.” 
29 When Mary heard this, she got up quickly and went to him. 30 Now 

Jesus had not yet entered the village, but was still at the place where 

Martha had met him. 31 When the Jews who had been with Mary in the 

house, comforting her, noticed how quickly she got up and went out, 

they followed her, supposing she was going to the tomb to mourn 

there. 

32 When Mary reached the place where Jesus was and saw him, she fell 

at his feet and said, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would 

not have died.” 

33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come along 

with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in spirit and troubled. 
34 “Where have you laid him?” he asked. 

“Come and see, Lord,” they replied. 

35 Jesus wept. 

36 Then the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 

37 But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the 

blind man have kept this man from dying?” 

38 Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave 

with a stone laid across the entrance. 39 “Take away the stone,” he said. 
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“But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead man, “by this time 

there is a bad odor, for he has been there four days.” 

40 Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will see 

the glory of God?” 

41 So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, 

I thank you that you have heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, 

but I said this for the benefit of the people standing here, that they 

may believe that you sent me.” 

43 When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come 

out!” 44 The dead man came out, his hands and feet wrapped with 

strips of linen, and a cloth around his face. 

Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him go.” 
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On Christ the Solid Rock I Stand 
  

My hope is built on nothing less 

Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness. 

I dare not trust the sweetest frame, 

But wholly trust in Jesus’ Name. 

On Christ the solid Rock I stand, 

All other ground is sinking sand; 

All other ground is sinking sand. 

When darkness seems to hide His face, 

I rest on His unchanging grace. 

In every high and stormy gale, 

My anchor holds within the veil. 

On Christ the solid Rock I stand, 

All other ground is sinking sand; 

All other ground is sinking sand. 

His oath, His covenant, His blood, 

Support me in the whelming flood. 

When all around my soul gives way, 

He then is all my Hope and Stay. 

On Christ the solid Rock I stand, 

All other ground is sinking sand; 

All other ground is sinking sand. 

When He shall come with trumpet sound, 

Oh may I then in Him be found. 

Dressed in His righteousness alone, 

Faultless to stand before the throne. 

On Christ the solid Rock I stand, 

All other ground is sinking sand; 

All other ground is sinking sand.  
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The Gospel 
 

The life of Jesus is the portrait of God’s loving faithfulness and 

care for his people. His work to restore lost and broken people to 

His family and to His Kingdom is astounding because it came at 

the highest of costs. Christ chose to act, to endure pain, grief, 

anguish, and rejection from the Father; all for our benefit. 

The image of the Good Shepherd brings us lovingly into the fold of 

God by Christ, the Lord. The Shepherd is good precisely because 

he serves and sacrifices himself for his sheep. 

 

John 10.11-15 

11 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for 

the sheep. 12 The hired hand is not the shepherd and does not own the 

sheep. So when he sees the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and 

runs away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it. 13 The man 

runs away because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the 

sheep. 

14 “I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know 

me— 15 just as the Father knows me and I know the Father—and I 

lay down my life for the sheep. 
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What a Friend We Have in Jesus 
 

What a friend we have in Jesus, 

All our sins and griefs to bear! 

What a privilege to carry 

Everything to God in prayer! 

Oh, what peace we often forfeit, 

Oh, what needless pain we bear, 

All because we do not carry 

Everything to God in prayer! 

 

Have we trials and temptations? 

Is there trouble anywhere? 

We should never be discouraged— 

Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Can we find a friend so faithful, 

Who will all our sorrows share? 

Jesus knows our every weakness; 

Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

 

Blessed Savior, Thou hast promised 

Thou wilt all our burdens bear; 

May we ever, Lord, be bringing 

All to Thee in earnest prayer. 

Soon in glory bright, unclouded, 

There will be no need for prayer— 

Rapture, praise, and endless worship 

Will be our sweet portion there. 
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Prayer for the Journey 
 

Merciful Father, as we journey to the cross with your Son, we ask 

for your Spirit to be ever present in our lives. We seek to be 

obedient to your will, as Christ was obedient unto the cross.  

Lord, teach us to rest in the hands of the Good Shepherd. Help us 

not to wander from your fold of sheep. When we are brought to 

ruin, show us that you are willing and able to restore.  

Lord, humble us to depend on you fully. Open our eyes to see 

that our passions for the riches and pleasures of this world cause 

us to stumble in our pursuit of you. Free us from the anxiety of 

things we do not have. Give us the ability to pour every ounce of 

strength into building treasures in heaven.  

As the resurrection approaches, we feel the Light of the world 

preparing to burst forth in glory. Give us strength to keep our 

eyes fixed on the light that brings wisdom, understanding, joy, 

peace, and life.   

We pray these things with confidence in your goodness and 

unending love for us. 

In the name of your Son, Christ Jesus, Amen 
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Recommended Week Reading 

 

 John 9 

 John 10:1-21 

 John 11 


