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Welcome 
 

We gather together to prepare our hearts toward the mystery of 

God's redemptive embrace in the death and resurrection of 

Christ. We are spending this hour, and this Lent season, mindful 

of our sin and our broken world, longing for entrance into the 

glory of the Kingdom of God. 

 

For the Lord tells his people: 

 

“Even now,” declares the LORD, 

    “return to me with all your heart, 

    with fasting and weeping and mourning.” 

13 Rend your heart 

    and not your garments. 

Return to the LORD your God, 

    for he is gracious and compassionate 

   (Joel 2.12-13a) 

 

As the days get longer, we are aware that the Light of the World is 

coming; although buried, he will rise; although despised, he will 

reign; although he was rejected, we confess that Jesus is Lord. 
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Trinity Song 
 

 

Holy Father, Son, and Spirit 

Holy communion, three in one 

 

Come with your peace, with your invitation 

Bind us together in holy love. 

 

The Rock 
 

We use this rock as a symbol of our mortality and our sin. We 

remember that God formed us out of the dust of the ground, and 

because of our sin, to the ground we will return. The stone also 

reminds us of the tomb of Christ, who died for our sin, was 

buried, and rose again. With this act of love, we have eternal life. 
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Confession 
 

We join with the psalmist as we acknowledge our sins before the 

Lord. Let us approach God with a heart of repentance and sorrow. 

 

Psalm 51.1-13 

1 Be gracious to me, O God, according to Your 

lovingkindness; 

According to the greatness of Your compassion blot 

out my transgressions. 
2 Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity 

And cleanse me from my sin. 
3 For I know my transgressions, 

And my sin is ever before me. 
4 Against You, You only, I have sinned 

And done what is evil in Your sight, 

So that You are justified when You speak 

And blameless when You judge. 

5 Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, 

And in sin my mother conceived me. 
6 Behold, You desire truth in the innermost being, 

And in the hidden part You will make me know 

wisdom. 
7 Purify me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 

Wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 
8 Make me to hear joy and gladness, 

Let the bones which You have broken rejoice. 
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9 Hide Your face from my sins 

And blot out all my iniquities. 

10 Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

And renew a steadfast spirit within me. 
11 Do not cast me away from Your presence 

And do not take Your Holy Spirit from me. 
12 Restore to me the joy of Your salvation 

And sustain me with a willing spirit. 
13 Then I will teach transgressors Your ways, 

And sinners will be converted to You. 

 

Lenten Candles / Silence 
 

Just as sin and evil put the Light of the World in a tomb, we 

extinguish this candle as a reminder of the power of sin.  

 

As we walk with Jesus toward the cross, let us take pause to 

reflect on our sin, its injury to our brothers and sisters, and its 

offense to God.  
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Forgiveness 
 

Although we have failed to keep God’s commands, He is slow to 

anger and quick to forgive. We join with the psalmist in praising 

God for his mercy and forgiveness; and praising Christ for being 

the ransom for sin. 

 

Psalm 103.1-14 

1Bless the LORD, O my soul, 

And all that is within me, bless His holy name. 
2 Bless the LORD, O my soul, 

And forget none of His benefits; 
3 Who pardons all your iniquities, 

Who heals all your diseases; 
4 Who redeems your life from the pit, 

Who crowns you with lovingkindness and compassion; 
5 Who satisfies your years with good things, 

So that your youth is renewed like the eagle. 

6 The LORD performs righteous deeds 

And judgments for all who are oppressed. 
7 He made known His ways to Moses, 

His acts to the sons of Israel. 
8 The LORD is compassionate and gracious, 

Slow to anger and abounding in lovingkindness. 
9 He will not always strive with us, 

Nor will He keep His anger forever. 
10 He has not dealt with us according to our sins, 
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Nor rewarded us according to our iniquities. 
11 For as high as the heavens are above the earth, 

So great is His lovingkindness toward those who fear 

Him. 
12 As far as the east is from the west, 

So far has He removed our transgressions from us. 
13 Just as a father has compassion on his children, 

So the LORD has compassion on those who fear Him. 
14 For He Himself knows our frame; 

He is mindful that we are but dust. 
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Come Ye Sinners 
 

Come, ye sinners, poor and needy,  

Weak and wounded, sick and sore!  

Jesus ready stands to save you,  

Full of pity, love and power.  

He is able, He is able, He is willing, doubt no more!  

He is able, He is able, He is willing, doubt no more!  

 

Come ye weary, heavy laden,  

Bruised and mangled by the fall;  

If you tarry till you're better,  

You will never come at all.  

Not the righteous, Not the righteous, Sinners Jesus came to call. 

Not the righteous, Not the righteous, Sinners Jesus came to call. 

 

Agonizing in the garden,  

Lo! your Maker prostrate lies!  

On the bloody tree behold Him:  

Hear Him cry, before He dies:  

“It is finished!” “It is finished!” Sinner, will this not suffice? 

“It is finished!” “It is finished!” Sinner, will this not suffice? 

 

Lo! The incarnate God ascending,  

Pleads the merit of His blood;  

Venture on Him, venture freely;  

Let no other trust intrude.  

None but Jesus, None but Jesus, Can do helpless sinners good. 

None but Jesus, None but Jesus, Can do helpless sinners good. 
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The Gospel 
 

The heart of Easter is the Gospel Message; God’s loving 

faithfulness to his people through the life, death, and resurrection 

of His son, Christ Jesus. 

 

The prophet Isaiah proclaims that for those who walk in true 

compassion and mercy for their fellow man, God will walk with 

them, giving abundantly to them. 

Isaiah 58.5-11 

5 “Is it a fast like this which I choose, a day for a man to 

humble himself? 

Is it for bowing one’s head like a reed 

And for spreading out sackcloth and ashes as a bed? 

Will you call this a fast, even an acceptable day to the 

LORD? 
6 “Is this not the fast which I choose, 

To loosen the bonds of wickedness, 

To undo the bands of the yoke, 

And to let the oppressed go free 

And break every yoke? 
7 “Is it not to divide your bread with the hungry 

And bring the homeless poor into the house; 

When you see the naked, to cover him; 

And not to hide yourself from your own flesh? 
8 “Then your light will break out like the dawn, 

And your recovery will speedily spring forth; 
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And your righteousness will go before you; 

The glory of the LORD will be your rear guard. 
9 “Then you will call, and the LORD will answer; 

You will cry, and He will say, ‘Here I am.’ 

If you remove the yoke from your midst, 

The pointing of the finger and speaking wickedness, 
10 And if you give yourself to the hungry 

And satisfy the desire of the afflicted, 

Then your light will rise in darkness 

And your gloom will become like midday. 
11 “And the LORD will continually guide you, 

And satisfy your desire in scorched places, 

And give strength to your bones; 

And you will be like a watered garden, 

And like a spring of water whose waters do not fail. 
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Come Thou Fount 
  

Come Thou Fount of every blessing  

Tune my heart to sing Thy grace;  
Streams of mercy, never ceasing,  

Call for songs of loudest praise  
Teach me some melodious sonnet,  

Sung by flaming tongues above.  
Praise the mount! I'm fixed upon it,  

Mount of God's unchanging love. 

 

Here I raise my Ebenezer;  
Hither by Thy help I'm come;  

And I hope, by Thy good pleasure,  
Safely to arrive at home.  

Jesus sought me when a stranger,  
Wandering from the fold of God;  

He, to rescue me from danger,  
Interposed His precious blood.  

 

O to grace how great a debtor  

Daily I'm constrained to be!  
Let that grace now like a fetter,  

Bind my wandering heart to Thee.  
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it,  

Prone to leave the God I love;  
Here's my heart, O take and seal it,  

Seal it for Thy courts above.  
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O that day when freed from sinning,  

I shall see Thy lovely face;  
Clothed then in blood washed linen  
How I’ll sing Thy sovereign grace;  

Come, my Lord, no longer tarry,  

Take my ransomed soul away;  
Send thine angels now to carry  

Me to realms of endless day. 

 

The Gospel 
 

The life of Jesus is the revelation that he is the agent of God’s promise 

of mercy and abundance. God took the form of man to bring God’s 

promise to His people. He brings nourishment where there is hunger, 

he brings peace where there is strife, he brings light where there is 

darkness; he brings life where is death. 

John 6.29-40 

29 Jesus answered and said to them, “This is the work of 

God, that you believe in Him whom He has sent.” 30 So 

they said to Him, “What then do You do for a sign, so 

that we may see, and believe You? What work do You 

perform? 31 Our fathers ate the manna in the wilderness; 

as it is written, ‘HE GAVE THEM BREAD OUT OF HEAVEN TO 

EAT.’” 32 Jesus then said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to 

you, it is not Moses who has given you the bread out of 

heaven, but it is My Father who gives you the true bread 

out of heaven. 33 For the bread of God is that which 

comes down out of heaven, and gives life to the world.” 
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34 Then they said to Him, “Lord, always give us this 

bread.” 

35 Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life; he who 

comes to Me will not hunger, and he who believes in Me 

will never thirst. 36 But I said to you that you have seen 

Me, and yet do not believe. 37 All that the Father gives Me 

will come to Me, and the one who comes to Me I will 

certainly not cast out. 38 For I have come down from 

heaven, not to do My own will, but the will of Him who 

sent Me. 39 This is the will of Him who sent Me, that of 

all that He has given Me I lose nothing, but raise it up 

on the last day. 40 For this is the will of My Father, that 

everyone who beholds the Son and believes in Him will 

have eternal life, and I Myself will raise him up on the 

last day.” 
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Servant Song 
 

Will you let me be your servant  

Let me be as Christ to you  

Pray that I might have the grace 

To let you be my servant too  

 

We are pilgrims on the journey  

We are travelers on the road  

We are here to help each other  

Walk the mile and bear the load  

 

I will hold the Christ light for you  

In the night time of your fear  

I will hold my hand out to you  

Speak the peace you long to hear  

 

I will weep when you are weeping  

When you laugh, I'll laugh with you  

I will share your joy and sorrow  

Till we've seen this journey through 

 

When we sing to God in heaven 

We shall find such harmony 

Born to all we've known together 

Of Christ's love and agony  

 

Will you let me be your servant  

Let me be as Christ to you  

Pray that I might have the grace  

To let you be my servant too 
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Prayer for the Journey 
 

Merciful Father, as we journey to the cross with your Son, we ask 

for your Spirit to be ever present in our lives. We seek to be 

obedient to your will, as Christ was obedient unto the cross.  

Let our hearts be stirred to compassion and charity; let us be 

mindful of the gravity of our sin, let us look to you for forgiveness 

and repair the injury to those whom our sin offends. 

We are grateful that you sent your Son to die for our sins. Help us 

to live a life worthy of the calling we have received; and in 

everything give praise and honor to you. 

We pray these things with confidence in your goodness and 

unending love for us. 

In the name of your Son, Christ Jesus, Amen 
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Recommended Week Reading 
 

 John 1:1-13 

 John 1:19-34 

 John 1:35-42 


